Thots from
Tomé

Spring is almost here! So is
Easter! People ask me why the date
of Easter moves around on the
calendar every year and is not o
the same date all the time. 325CE the Council of
Nicaea established that the observance of Easter
would be held on the first Sunday after the first full
moon occurring on or after the vernal equinox. So
the day when we observe Easter is dependent on
when the full moon occurs after the beginning of

spring.

Easter this year is March 27. The day beging

with a Sunrise Service at 7 am at Sears Park, host¢
by a few clergy from East Hampton. Our Easter
worship celebration will feature the cantéata h e

Soy Everlastingdo, a sac
American songs. The service will conclude with the
singing of the Hall el uj

ifMessi aho.

Our Maundy Thursday service will begin in
fellowship hall at 6:30 on Thursday, March 24 with
a simple meal and communion, and will conclude
with a service of Tenebrae in the sanctuary. Many
of our parishioners have shared that this is the mos
meaningful service that they attend every year. |
hope you can attend.

Finally, | want to share with you &hMary
Douglas has tendered her resignation to be effectiy
March 31. We have appreciated her ministry with
us and wish her well with her future endeavors. Sh
will be missed. The choir and music committee will
be securing interim personnel to fill thecaacy as
next steps are determined.

Have a blessed month!

Peace,
Tom

4

r

~—+

11%

A1%4
o

e

Maundy Thursday Service,
Thursday, March 24™, 6:30pm

This service begins with a simple meal and H
Communion in the fellowship hall and conclud
with the Service of Tenebrae in the sanctug
This service is both a time of fellowship at
profound spiritual awakening.

Easter Morning, Sunday, March 27"

Sunrise Service at Sears Park;00am
Please bring a lawn chair and dress warmly; it
often chilly down near the water.

e d c an tEasteaWolslapsSerdceo n e ajfr |
We will be observing our Easter celebration wj
a [honeCdericeuhsld atrl@am. Hlzeseheck @ig
feature a special cantata being performed by
Seni or Choir titled,
sacred cantata based on early American song
Joseph M. Martin. The service will conclug
with the senior choir and volunteers from t
congregation singing
from #AThe Messiah, o
moving and inspirational experience for all.

Childrends Easter EGg
This is totally contingent upon the conditions
the church grounds. An anmeocement abou
whether it will occur or not will be made at o
Easter morning worship service.

Bible JOIN US

s3/1_ WEDNESDAYS

Study \A at noon

Participants need to bring a Bible. The sessions last
an hour and promise to be full of lots of dialogue
and discussiorNewcomers are most welcome!
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| would be remiss if I did not
““fagain, recogni
Group for their wonderful
service. | recently returned fror
Tela Honduras where | had tf
great honor to provide baby
blankets andaps to mothers in
the NICU (Neenatal Intensive Care Unit) built b
Hands to Honduras Tela.

I al so want to thank t
Annual Meeting. We had a great discussion W
energy and enthusiasm. Next year we will prov
Peter Aarstaad with a more comfortable chair.
Now is the time to look forward to some great evel
February 27 is our Taste of East Hampton fundrais
for Seeds of Hope. The community response has |
wonderful.

Betsy and David Gates are bringing Finand
University to our church. Again, community respor
(Rivereast, Facebook, posters, word of mouth)
been excellent.

We have begun our supper club events with a nun
of families involved.

With Easter being March 7we have a packeq
month end scheduleOur special Maundy Thursda|
service will be March Z&early in the evening.
Friday we ar e pl annin
excursion to Crossroads Community Cathedral in B
Hartford for perfor man

Ki ngo. Ti c k e tdst isarcanverfieht
distance to capool. | highly recommend thi
experience.

Sunday is Easter and will include our Lily sale and
will use the proceeds of our special Easter offering
close our budget gap and then for spe
programming for our alrch family. Please be 4
generous as you are able when you receive Y
special Easter Offering envelop and request.

We will provide reminders to these activities as

move through the Lenten season and information
even more activities besides. We kaorward to your
participation in as many of these activities as you
able, especially as the days grow longer and warmg

Alan Huwstierator

——

There
Hunger

Enoug
Near and

The question of food availability and hunger ca
to COSA (Caonmittee on Outreach and Soci
Action) members as we learned more about
global refugee crisis. Photos, articles, TV news
Jesusod0 commandments t
name led us to consider hunger globally
locally. We felt the need famore education ant
ideas for outreach and social action as we real
that hunger and food availability and distributi
has become a growing problem, literally
figuratively.

COSA with Pastor Kennedyasprepaeda 5week
seminar for children, youttand adults during Lent
We hope everyone can stay after worship for
minutes for four Sundayslarch 6", 13" and 28
After getting refreshments at Fellowship Ho
adults and youth will meet in Fellowship Hall.
will have time for education, scussion, stories o
our experience and some hamuts to take home
The children will go to one of the classrooms
games and activities related to the topic with
Bartel and Alka Arcari. OnMarch 2(9“, Palm
Sunday, we will eat a special meal tto
immediately after worship.

March 6 Hunger in Connecticut: A speaker
for the Connecticut Food Bank will talk
about Hunger in Connecticut and their
mission.

March 13 Hunger in East Hampton: Sandy
Fries, director of the East Hampton Food
ard Fuel Bank will speak about the local
situation and their mission

March 20 Palm Sunday, we wilBuild-our-Meal
for lunch. Please stay after worship where
have the choice to eat a little, some, or a lot of fo
unlike millions of food insecure pgle.
Reservations will be most helpful for this event.

Save these dates and times and
observe Lenin a new way.

'



Thanks to all that came to ou
Taste of East Hamptagvent!
What food! What fun!
What a wonderful way to raise some money!
WE RAISED $4,500!!

Family Sunday
March 6"

No church school classes.Children will share
Communion with their church family and feel
included and | oved
"Zet the
little children

ceme te me ...."

MENS NIGHT-OUT:

The Men's Night Out dinner will be held ,
on Tuesday, March 8, at 5 pmat =
Rossini's. This is open to any meftime
church interested in getting together for g
monthly dinner, with particular emphasi
on those who have experienced the death D {
of a loved one.For more information, or to make a
reservation, please contact the pastor.

Women's Potluck
Monday, March 14" at 6:30pm
at the home adill Walker, 69 Collie Brook Road

In addition to dinner we will walk out back to

Ri c k6s S togeerthe shdaanaker in action
(if weather providesap for boiling of course!)
Wear or bring boots (its mud season!)

Bring a dish to share and join us for a great meal,

conversation and perhaps a sample
of fresh maple syrup!
Neverbeens always welcome!!
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Crossroads

Community

Cathedral,
East Hartford, CT

Wehavereserved
10 tickets
($11 each)

and can carpool
from the
parking lot

March 25" at 6 OO PM

Pizza and conversation afterward back at church
Sign up in Fellowship Hall to secure your sdace

AThe Passion of t he Ki
comprehensi ve musi cal a
Humankind. Thescriptures come alive as you are
taken on_a | urney V\Frou h time to observe the
be% rrmlngG8f H2 She % " See how God
prepared the world and the hearts of people for the
coming King of Kings,
Crossroads Community Cathedral onlifog more

info. See Jill Walker with questions

As donations decline during conted hard
financial times and despite the gracious efforts of
our committees and staff to further minimize
expenses, it was again necessary for the Church to
pass a deficit budget.

In order for our Church to continue to serve the
congregation and the wideommunity, a special
Easter Offering will again be held to help close the
gap.

Please give as generously as you can to help us
continue to be a beacon of our Faith and a positive
exampl e of oneighbors h
Church and our outreach areeded more than ever.

CHOIR REHEARSAL
on Thursdays
Bell, 6pm ~ Adult, 7:10pm

Add Your Voice
1
)




May Christ's message of
eternal li fé f ol you wu‘/z love. '

Annual Easter Egg Hunt
(weatherpermitting!)
Sunday,March 27"

immediately after worship
on the front lawn

Bring a basket to collegiour goodies

= or use one of ourags.
S °

WE NEED A NEW
CHURCH TREASURER!

Betsy Gate$ias been our treasurer tbyears and
has done a fantastic |
someoe else to lend a hand.

Betsyhas a system already placeand will be
available to train and help the next treasul&ie
would greatlyappreciate itf a volunteer would step
forward soon and begin the transition process.

If you are interested in seng the church in this
position or if you would like more information,
please contact Betsy Gates at-2@15 or
betsy@ctgates.com

o

CALLING ALL KNITTERS
& CROCHETERS!

' “=The East Hampton Yarners will meet on
Thursdaysl\/larch 3% & 17" at 10:30am andpm.
All are welcome to join us!

Contact Judy Hoffhine at 860-3650327 or
at jhoffhine@agmail.comfor more information.

(
4

4

A special THANK YOU to the following for
providing meals last month:
Kim Clouser Winnie Catrrillo
Lisa Aarrestad Jill Walker
Lorraine Barlow Marsha Hubbard
Karen Gallmon Jackie HoopeHage

Thanks to all the churchmice who quietly, and
often without notice, did a task or chore to keep our
church family and building humming along!

You Are Appreciated!
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Email Jill Walker at

Jilleringl@comcast.neor

PRAYER CHAIN call 860267-7180 tp have
MI NISTRy a prayer concern listed for

our ®psay

You can also let Jill know if you would like to be

added to our group and a-timonthly or as needed

list of prayer concerns can be emailed to you.

Praygrqis @ querflwyto conpect wjth, God
b du%ng Olwe goc?abr dlﬁFcuIt(zmes |tncli|fe € o

“ANI;S is in need of some
helpinghands

(860-267-7180). Or call the office (86R67-4959)
so we can aange for meals, rides, help with simple
household tasks or just come by and visit!

e
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Join us in Fellowship Hall each Sunday * _
following worship for a time of £
Fellowship & Refreshments! @

This month coffee hour is hosted 6pDSA

Remember to let Jill
Walker know if you or
someone youknow of

from our church family

]
J


http://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/8?folder=Inbox&msgNum=00003uk0:001MMv9V00002MMj&block=1&msgNature=all&msgStatus=all&count=1448979893&randid=1583340689&content=central
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Please use the order form below to place

your Easter Lily order. Cut out, fill in and

return to the church office by March 20®.
Thank you!

P
- Held’decorate our
sanctuary this Easter by
ordering an Easter Lily in
memory of a loved one,

N
—-—--;} "\

- "‘ N honor of a special occasion,
or to celebrate the season.
\ﬂ Any reason will do!
se p eplant 6vith your order.
shoul d be made

/z‘h

‘ ! You may place your order in the
/ offering plate or drop it off at the
: church office. (P.O. Box 237)

Orders due Sunday, March 20"

Please ¢t us know what you would like
printed in the Easter Sunday Bulletin:

oOoEaster Lil yo

Given by:
Phone:

In Celebration of:

In Loving Memory of:

# of Lilies ordered
Payment included $
Check #

Following the March 27" 10am Easter Service

___Iwill take my lily home .

1wl leave my lily for delivery to a
church

——

o

Fod Tk

Locakd at 43 West High Street
(860) 3655978

Here is a list of some of our current needs:

Laundry Soap Dish Soap Toilet Paper
Tuna Ketchup Mustard
Canned Fruit Canned Tomatoes
Ravioli Noodle Sides

Thanks for your continued support.
Deb,Food Bank volunteer

UsedClothing Drop-Off Shed

Sponsored by: Congregational Church of East Hampton

Items Accepted:
All clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets,

Sheets, pillowcases, drapes and stuffed toys.
(Your donationswill not be cut up or shredded)

PLEASE 1 NO rags, fabric scraps, pillows, toys or
household goods{These unwanted items are a
hardship and expense to dispose of.)

Benefits to donating

0 Sending clothing to peo|
and the World.

0 Hel p the environment by
the landfill.

0 Receive a tax deduction for your donation.
Receipts are on the shed.

*** Help us keep your donation clean and/d**
Please put your donation in tied or closed plastic bags.

Thank Youl!

PLEASE consider providing

flowers for our altar.
They can be in celebration of an event,
in memory ¢ a loved one,
or for any reason at all!
= The signup sheet is on the
~ bulletin board in Fellowship Hall.




. Do you haveexperience with welsite design orimplementation?
In our effort to fill our pewswe need to showcase our church as the
welcoming,inviting, active community that it is!

If you can help us ujate and manage our web page, please contact Betsy Gates
860-267-4015 orbesty@ctgates.com

DAVE RAMSEY'S

FINANCIAL Léedce

UNIVERSITY

This changes

EVERYTHING!

Your money. Your story. Your life.

Learn God’s ways of handling money with
Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University!
The average turnaround is $8,000 in just the
first three months!

9-week class
Wednesdagi March 30" thru May 25" 7pmi 8:30pm

Congregational Church of East Hampton
Cost: $100
Questions?: Contact Betsy Gates 86267-4015 betsy@ctgates.com



mailto:besty@ctgates.com

EDWARDS FINANCIAL SERVICES

Presents
Congregational Church of East Hampton

Airline Trail / 5K Road Race / 2 Mile Fun Walk
Saturday April 30th, 2016 @ 9:00 AM
Tee shirts for the first 75 to register
Pre-Registration $25 / Race Day $30
For registration and further details:
Firstmile-fitness.com or call (860) 26 7-4959

SPONSORED SPONSORED
BY BY
Oscar & Associates _ Center Package
Attorney Ken Barber " ' Rick's Sugar Shack
Belltown Motors . | Suburban Stationer's
Spencer’'s Funeral Home TurnKey Solutions

Ed Loveland Contractor Cibula Plumbing & Heating

Fundraising event to benefit our Mission Trip to
“Re-Member"” an Outreach to The Oglala Lakota
People on the Pine Ridge Reservation, South Dakota
For further information visit:

Re-Member.org
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A Simple, Generous Choice ~ Electronic Giving
Electronic Funds Transfer
(Direct debit from your ch ecking or savings account)

Now available at the Congregational Church of East Hampton

Participate Today.
Electronic Giving is a convenient way to provide consistent financial support to our church.
Open your heart without opening your checkbook

Electranic Givingis the term used to describe automatic methods for making contributions on a regular basis without the need to wr
checks, carry cash or prepare envelopes.

Frequently Asked Questions About Direct Debit Giving

Q. What are the major advantages of electronic giving by direct debit?

A. Direct debit is all about convenience for you and consistency for the church. Electronic giving eliminates frequel
check writing and helps members stay on track with pledges even when they are unable teraiteisd Bhe church in

turn benefits from mucheeded donation consistency and a reduction in the volume of check and cash contributions tha
must be handled and manually processed in the church office.

Q. How does Direct Debit Giving work?

A. Contributims are transferred automatically from your cft
Q. How are my automatic contributions deducted and transferred?
A. First, you sign and return an authorization form to the church indicating the anoountsh to contribute on a

regular basis. Contributions are then transferred through the Automated Clearing House (ACHpnttevedme

network already used by families to make mortgage and utility payments or to receive payroll earnings and Social
Secuity income. Direct debit goes by other names including Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT), automatic payment, or
simply, ACH.

Q. When will my contribution be debited from my account?

A. A debit to your account will occur each month on the date you specifgwrauthorization form.

Q. How will | keep track of contributions in my check register?

A. Since your contribution is made at aqgtablished time, you simply record it in your check register on the
appropriate date. Electronic contributions will eppon your bank statement.

Q. What can | use to prove | made a contribution?

A. Your bank statement will show an itemized list of electronic transactions that can be used as proof of your

contributions.

Q. Is giving by direct debit risky?

A. It is certanly less risky than writing checks or carrying cash to church. To process electronic donations, the
church uses Vanco Services, L& @n established and highitggarded company that moves funds directly from church
members to the church on the same dayawitlany delay. Vanco processes contributions for more than 10,000 churches
and nonprofit organizations.

How much does direct debit giving cost?
It costs you nothing and it costs the church very little. It is the lowest cost method of transfemsg fu

What if | try electronic giving by direct debit a
You can cancel your authorization at any time by notifying the church.

O >0 »

How can | sign up for electronic giving by direct debit?




AUTHORIZATION FORM

Congregational Church of East Hampton Uccog0570
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY ENVELOPE/DONOR # DATE
Effective date of authorization:
Type of Authorization Form: O New Authorization L Change banking information
O Change donation amount O Discontinue electronic donation
Q Change donation date
Last Name First Name
Address
City State Zip
Email Address
Please debit my donation from my: (check one) Routing Number:
) ) Valid Routing # must start with 0, 1, 2, or 3
0 Checking Account (attach a voided check below)
O Savings Account (contact your financial institution for Routing #) Account Number:
CL2ILERTRAN L3 L23LSE* QOO
Check Number
Account Number
Routing Number
DATE OF FIRST DONATION: FREQUENCY OF DONATION: (check only one) FUNDS AND AMOUNTS:
O Semi-Monthly - 1 and 15th 0O General Fund $
/ / O Monthly on the 1% O Other $
Q@ Monthly on the 15"
Total $
AGREEMENT

| authorize the above church 1o process debit entries to my account. | understand that this authority will rernain in effect unti |
provide reasonable notification to terminate the authorization.

Authorized Signature:

Date:

Please attach voided check here.




Sunday Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
Art Class EH Yarners
Boy Scouts 9:30-11:30am 10:30 & 7pm
7pm
P Bible Study, noon | Choir: Bell, 6pm
. . 7:10p
AAT 8pm Adult, 7:10pm
6 4™ sunday 7 8 9 10 11 12
in Lent Mindful . Art Class .
Family Parenting Menos N  9:30-11:30am Choir: Bell, 6pm
Sunday 8:30-10:30am Out, 5pm Adult, 7:10pm
Worship / Bible Study, noon
; Bears, 7pm
SO Wolf Pack, Bov Scouts Scout Parents &
10am 7pm y
Lenten 7pm Leaders, 7-9pm
Program, 1lam AAT 8pm
AAT 8pm
13 5" sunday 14 15 16 17 18 19
in Lent Mindful
Worship, Parenting Boy Scouts Art Class EH Yarners
Iil_e%ztig 8:30-10:30am 7pm 9:30-11:30am 10:30 & 7pm
Program, 11am Wo me n 6 Bible Study, noon
DeaconS, POtlUCk,
11:30am 6:30pm FPU Program Choir: Bell, 6pm
B Host: 7pm Adult, 7:10pm
AAT 8pm Jill Walker
Daylight Savings . AA'T 8pm
Time begins Tigers, 7pm
20 2" sunday |21 22 23 24 25 26
in Lent Mindful )
Palm Sunday Parenting Council, Art Class Maundy Good Holy
Worship, 8:30-10:30am 7pm 9:30-11:30am Thursday Friday Saturday
10am ) Service,
Lenten Boy Scouts Bible Study, noon 6:30pm
Program, 11am 7pm AAT 8pm
AAT 8pm
27 28 29 30 31
Easter Sunrise Mindful Art Class
Service, 7am Parenting 9:30-11:30am Choir: Bell, 6pm TheDEADLINE for
Morning 8:30-10:30am _ Adult, 7:10pm submissions to the
WEVS?'F;’ Bible Study, noon April 2016issue of
ofgj/sg Financial Peace The Congregational
Coll ection University, Chatter
10am 7-8:30pm is Tuesday, March 24"
AAT 8pm AAT 8pm
( |
10
\ )




